Ambush Lesson

Monday 10 Oct 05
Ambushing is an operation requiring a high standard of all military skills, it involves teamwork, skill, fitness, cunning but most of all, discipline.

Types of ambush.

Deliberate.

A deliberate ambush task is given well in advance, allowing time for planning, preparation and rehearsals. 

Immediate.

This type of ambush will be in response to hot information, or as a contact drill, with little or no time for planning or preparation.

The Ambushes that are taught in the British Army are,

a. The Linear

b. The Triangular

c. The T type ambush

We will be dealing with the section linear ambush.

Where would we site an ambush.

Known enemy routes

Admin areas

Arms caches, food dumps

Tracks ,roads, approaches to own bases.

Principles of Ambushing.

A.    Advance preparation.

M.   Maximum firepower.

B.    Battle discipline.

U.    Unseen and unheard.

S.    Speed, surprise, simplicity and security.

H. Home Run.

Advance preparation depends on good intelligence, when planning an ambush the following must be considered;

a. The mission, to kill or capture.

b. The enemy strength, weapons, dress, tactics.

c. Friendly forces, stay away, assistance.

d. Security, the need to know.

e. Fire support, mortars.

f. Ground recce.

g. Signals, all signals must be understood.

h. Equipment, depends on task and weather.

i. Comms, between and within al groups.

j. Layout of the ambush.

k. Admin, long term, short term.

l. Night or day.

Maximum firepower.

Success depends on surprise, 50% of all weaponry must be used in the ambush killing area.

Battle discipline.

Cam and concealment must be perfect.

No noise when moving in or when in position.

Weapons made ready as laid down in Cadet pamphlet.

Unseen and Unheard.

No unnecessary movement.

No cooking, fires, smoking, coughing or snoring.

No tracks or signs in or around area.

Silent communication.

Security, Simplicity, Speed.

Security throughout.

Simplicity in planning and layout.  And for signals for springing.

Speed  in setting up and withdrawal.

Home Run.

Drills to cover withdrawal, routes to RVs

Pre-planned action if followed up or ambushed.

Control and signals.

Signals for ambush set.

Cut offs alerting main party.

Opening fire.

Cease fire.

Searching.

Withdraw.

The Lesson.

An ambush is a surprise attack by a force lying in wait on a moving or temporarily halted enemy.

When well executed it will cause heavy casualties and can cause serious loss of moral amongst the enemy.

Grouping.

The ambush party is divided into small groups, each group must have its own nominated leader.

1. The killer group.

2. Cut off or stop groups.

3. Protection group, if man power is available..

The killer group, this group covers the killing area, and will spring the ambush.  It contains the ambush commander, the size of this group varies, we will be working on 4/5 men.

Cut off group.

These groups give advance warning of approaching enemy, they also cut off his line of retreat, and help dealing with an attacking enemy from the flank.   We will be using 2 men in the cut off groups.

Planning the ambush. As per the  cadet manual.

